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“‘Teacher, which commandment
in the law is the greatest?’ He
said to him, ‘You shall love the
Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and
with all your mind. This is the
greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law and the
prophets.’”
Matthew 22:36-40

Foreword
By Kathy Gillmore
Director of Christian Education
Our faith formation mission is to support the overall vision statement of First Presbyterian Church, which is, “We seek to welcome in, build up, and send out lifelong disciples of Christ.”
Send Out! Jesus articulated a clear mission statement when, using the words of the prophet

Isaiah, he expressed his goal of bringing good news to the poor, proclaiming release to the captives, recovery of sight to the blind, letting the oppressed go free, and proclaiming the year of
the Lord’s favor (Luke 4:18-19). Our ministry as disciples of Christ is outside of our building,
where we find the needs of our neighbors and community while living our lives. All educational
efforts start with this end goal in mind.
Build Up! Loving God is at the core of our faith. Our building is the joyful place where we gather for worship, learn the stories of our faith and traditions, and prepare for doing mission work.
God made humankind in God’s image (Genesis 1:26) and it is in a relationship with God that we
find our identity. When you are in a loving relationship with someone you spend time with them
and strive to know them. You want to know what they like and dislike, and you end up being able
to predict their reactions. All educational efforts strive to encourage a transformative, loving relationship with our creator.
Welcome In! Loving our neighbor is at the core of our faith. God also made us to be in relationship with one another. Scripture tells us that we live in a fallen world and we are all affected by
sin and suffering, but God’s reign is that of care and justice. We enact God’s kingdom when we
reach out and help each other through life’s challenges. Also, we seek, welcome and respect various points of view. All educational efforts seek to create a hospitable and just space where all

are welcomed, accepted, and safe.
Join us in this faith formation effort for the purpose of living holistically and justly into the world.
Find a place to learn, find a way to teach, and lead others to join you!

We seek to welcome in, build up, and send out
lifelong disciples of Christ
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Intergen
Program

An important element to faith formation is the faith community
approach and it is extremely valuable in nurturing our relationships
with God and God’s people. We recognize and encourage the
congregation to come together in worship, fellowship, learning
situations, and mission opportunities. What powerful nurture
happens, both intentionally and unintentionally, when all the ages are
in the same community setting “doing church” together.
This approach is an important way in which children and youth
learn what it means to be a Christian. This approach is an important
way in which older folks fulfil their vows to help a child know and
follow Jesus Christ – by merely being in the same room with them as
they are going about the business of discipleship! All adults in a
congregation teach by a smile in worship or in the hallway, sharing the
experiences they have had making a difference in the world, and
sharing their reflection on Scripture and traditions that have impacted
their life and times.
Jesus welcomed the
children, preached to large
crowds, taught in households, and gathered and
engaged small groups.
Let’s, too, be varied, creative and all-age inclusive as
we worship, learn, and
serve together!
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Intergenerational opportunities to worship, learn and serve together


Wednesday Night Live! - 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.


September 4 – November 20



January 15 – March 25



Mission and Game Night on October 18 - 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall and many other mission opportunities



Adults and youth are welcome to join any of these combined (K-5th
grade) classes in Fellowship Hall from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. on
the following dates:





September 1



October 6



December 22



February 16



March 29

Adults, youth and children are encouraged to attend a special 5
week Generations Sunday School class in Fellowship Hall April 19 –
May 17 from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
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Children’s
Ministry

The Children’s Ministry Team at
FPC church in Huntsville seeks to
engage the children of our church
with familiar images, wonderful
stories, special relationships and a
faith tradition .

Values
- FPC wishes to use the following values in creating a nurturing environ-

Values &
Goals

ment for the children of our church while also instilling the same values
in the children who attend the program.


Scripture as the primary source of our knowledge of God



Worship as our number one response to the gift of God’s grace



Recognizing and treating one another as children of God



Service as our call to live into God’s Kingdom
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Goals for the year


Learn the stories of our faith with
creative storytelling and active
responses



Model sensitive care giving to
equip students to praise God and
serve their neighbor



Experience and understand the
practices of our faith tradition



Make connections between the
content of faith and faithful living

Jesus was a masterful storyteller and
caregiver. His parables were rooted in
the stories and images of his culture
and his actions spoke even louder
than his words. Our storytelling and
care giving likewise seek to engage the children of our church with familiar images, wonderful stories, special relationships and a faith tradition that prepares them to live responsibly and faithfully in the face of
today’s world.
Because of the enormous task of transmitting the knowledge and
practices of the Christian faith to a new generation in culturally challenging times, our efforts are deliberate, intentional, and varied in
method and means. Opportunities are found to grow in faith on Sunday
mornings, Wednesday evenings, and through many milestone, mission,
and special events. All efforts are connected by encouraging children
through knowing, interpreting, living, and doing the faith!
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Sunday
School

Peepers (Preschool and Pre-K Sunday School)


Children and their leaders will sing songs of our faith and explore
stories from the Bible using the Walk with Me curriculum.



Preschool children received The Beginner’s Bible, given on Rally
Day, August 18, 2019, to enjoy at home with their parents.
Ages for Peepers class for 2019-20



Ages 2-4 will be in the Peeper’s Class.



Infants and Toddlers are invited to participate in the music gather-

ing and in Sunday school activities as able. They might also spend
time in the Nursery (room 107).
Class Schedule
9:30-9:50 a.m.: All children ages 2 thru Pre-K meet together for
worship through music in the Classroom A (room 110/111).
9:50-10:30 a.m.: Peepers stay in Classroom A (room 110/111) for Bible time, and may stay here through the 11:00 worship service. Par-

ents, please pick up your child here for worship, and after the Time for
Young Disciples during 11:00 service, they may come back down to
Classroom A (room 110/111).
Elementary Classes (Kindergarten-5th grade Sunday School)
Children become familiar with the stories of our faith
by exploring scripture in creative and engaging ways. In
early grades, young children engage bible stories with a

worship focus. Students in the middle grades begin to
compare the stories to what they know in their own
life. In the later grades, children develop bible skills and
explore major themes that run throughout the Bible,
seeing those connections between Old Testament, New
Testament, and faith lived out today.
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9:30-10:30 a.m.
Parents sign-in and sign-out children at the classroom door.


K & 1st graders will meet in first room on the left in the basement
(room 009), and follow an adaptation of the Godly Play curriculum,
a Montessori method of storytelling with a worship focus. After experiencing the story they choose how to respond to the story using
various creative materials. They gather back in the story circle at the
end to read the story text from the Bible and have a feast. Kindergarten children received on Rally Day the Spark Story Bible to enjoy
reading with their parents at home



2nd & 3rd graders will meet in the second room on the left in the
basement (room 010) use the Spark Classroom curriculum to
experience stories using a four part sequence:
Gather – Begin the day by gathering together with a warm-up
activity
Open the Bible – Open Bibles and explore the day’s story
Activate Faith – Get moving and become engaged in the story
they just read by using student materials
Send – Finish with a closing activity and prayer



4th & 5th graders meet in the room at the end of the hall in the
basement (room 012). Using the Connect curriculum and a special Connect Bible they receive on Rally Day when they are in 4th
grade, they look up anchor texts and are pointed to other texts that
explore a new theme each week. They tab and mark and doodle in
their bibles as they explore connections to the theme and to their
lives.
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“See what love
the Father has
given us, that we
should be called
children of God;
and that is what
we are.”
1 John 3:1a

Wednesday
Night
Live

Because faith is
more caught than
taught, Wednesday
Night Live brings the
generations together
to practice Kingdom
of God living.
There is one
rule – you are a child
of God and I’m going
to treat you like one!
We study who
God is, what God is like, and what God wants of each of us and the
church. We explore worship arts learning new ways to sing and pray,
leading others to spend time with God. Most importantly we develop
strong Christian relationships that are the heart of our faith community.
Life is busy! Step away from the hectic pace of your week and
join us for some Kingdom of God living. Refresh and fill up your cup so
that you can bring that Kingdom of God living back out into the world.
Preschoolers (ages 2, 3, 4) will share a Bible story, craft, music,
and play. K-5th graders, using story and art during their Bible Study
time, will be exploring An Illustrated Compassion learning how to love
like God in the Fall, and the Kingdom of the Son exploring the Lord's
Prayer in the Winter.
For Worship Arts time children will be singing, playing
instruments, and learning skills to express our gratitude to God in the
ways we worship. The Children’s Choir, under the leadership of Linda
McAllister, will lead us in a musical call to worship in church on
October 20, February 23 and April 5.
Nurturing people, especially young people, into a saving relationship with God
through Jesus Christ is the most important thing the church ever does.
-Mission statement of the Logos ministry

Pricing:


2, 3, 4 year olds: $40/child



K-High School: $50/child with a family maximum of $125.
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New!

A pre-youth group (PYG) for 3rd – 5th graders that seeks to
build community with a youth group feel is coming to FPC!

PYG

Food, fun, friends and faith will give us a once a month taste of what
youth group is all about! We meet after church on First Sundays:


October 6

February 2





November 3



December 1



April 5

January 5



May 3



March 1



Join Louise McCallion and Kathy Gillmore for all fun!
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For the Holy Spirit
speaks to us deep
in our hearts and
tells us that we
are God’s children—Romans
8:16

First
Friends

First Friends Preschool provides a loving and nurturing
Christian education program for
children ages 12 weeks through
Transitional Kindergarten.
Our mission is to nurture
children of First Presbyterian
Church and the community; to
welcome new families to find a
church home at First Presbyterian Church; and to serve as a preparatory school for entrance into public or private school Kindergarten.
We strive to work as partners with parents in providing a loving Christ-like atmosphere where children can grow socially,
academically, physically, and spiritually. First Friends nurtures the
whole child by providing a safe and secure environment where they
can develop their curiosity, imagination, and creativity.

Our program runs Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m. and offers the option from two to five days each week.

First Friends
Monday - Friday,
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Lacey Guthrie,
256-536-3354, ext. 128
ffdirector@fpchsv.org
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The Milestones Ministry recognizes important steps in the life of faith
 To provide children with information and experiences as they grow
in faith
 To equip parents to be involved in the Christian Education of their
children
 To recognize and celebrate milestone events with the congregation
 To assist the congregation in fulfilling the vows made at baptism to
“help you know and follow Jesus Christ”

Milestones
2019 2020

Milestones we are planning for the 2019-2020 Christian Education year:
 “Welcome Me” - Communion Education Workshop for first graders
Learn about the Sacrament of Communion and how to best welcome children to worship with us
 “Walk with Me” - Baptism Education Workshop for 5th graders
Learn about the Sacrament of Baptism and the significance of confirming
your own faith by participating in Confirmation in later grades
Milestones we are planning to offer in future years:
 “Worship with Me” - Worship Education Workshop
Learn why and how we worship, and strategies for children to best
participate and lead in worship
 “Read with Me” - Bible Education Workshop
Learn about what the Bible is and how to understand and use it
appropriately

“Serve with Me” - Service Education Workshop
Learn about God’s covenant and
call and how God’s people
responded throughout history
and serve at a local mission
project
 “Pray with Me” - Prayer Education
Workshop
Learn why prayer is a
cornerstone of living a life of
faith and design and lead a
prayer for a worship service
 “Grow with Me” - Spiritual
Practice Workshop
Learn several ways to grow in
faith by choosing a spiritual
practice to try on a daily basis
15

“… and talk about
them when you are
at home and when
you are away, when
you lie down and
when you rise.”
Deuteronomy 6:7b

FPC
Youth

Youth Ministry in this church is a place
where teenagers have the opportunity to
disconnect from the busyness of their
lives, fellowship with their friends and
have the opportunity to meet with God
and explore His Word, the Bible.

Hello, and welcome to First Presbyterian Church Huntsville’s Youth

Ministry,
My name is Louise McCallion, the Youth Director here at First
Presbyterian Church, simply put, our ministry seeks to welcome in,
build up and send out lifelong disciples of Christ.

Welcome
Letter

We do this through weekly programing throughout the year, including Sunday school, PYC (Sunday evening youth group),
Wednesday Night Live! (Wednesday evening fellowship) ,summer trips, and
mission opportunities. From crazy games, to Bible study we have
created a safe space for teenagers. A space to bring their questions and
concerns, joys and worries, tears and laughter. Where we meet each
other where we are and journey alongside each other as Children of
God.
Values
- FPC wishes to use the following values in creating a nurturing
environment for the youth while also instilling the same values in the
youth who attend the program.
COMMUNITY - we are all brothers and sisters in Christ.
CHRISTIAN HOSPITALITY - we seek to make everyone feel a part of
the group.
THE TRINITY - we believe the fullness of God can handle our tough
questions, and meet us where we are.
SERVICE - we are called to reach out to our community and the
world.
VOICE AND GIFTEDNESS - because we are all made in the image of
God.
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Goals
 Cultivate weekly opportunity for small group discussion through
existing programming
 Develop regular opportunities for age appropriate ministries
 Create 2-3 invitational events per year that encourage students
to invite friends to youth ministry
 Develop plan for frequent local mission opportunities
 Create job descriptions for each volunteer position and develop
a plan for ongoing volunteer recruitment
 Plan and execute a yearly fun/spiritual weekend retreat
Youth Ministry in this church is a place where teenagers from
grades 6-12 have the opportunity to disconnect from the busyness
of their lives, fellowship with their friends and have the
opportunity to meet with God and explore His Word, the Bible. We
have weekly scheduled activities during both school terms and in
the summer, below is a brief description of each area of the ministry.

LOCATION: Gideon Blackburn House basement (red brick building
across the street)
We gather together (teens, Youth Director plus an adult volunteer)
to engage with Scripture, and see how we can relate it to life outside of church!
CURRICULUM: (6-8) RE:FORM:
Encounter, engage and respond to
God’s Word, in history and in the
present.
(9-12) Spice Rack: Engaging the
brain, igniting the heart, taking home
God’s Word and responding to issues
of the world around us.
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Sunday
School

Wednesday
Night
Live

LOCATION: Fellowship Hall + Gideon Blackburn House
WNL! Is a whole church ministry that brings together all generations
for an opportunity to have fellowship with one another. The youth
meet from 5:00-5:40 p.m. studying Scripture, then from 5:40-6:20
p.m. music skills with Dr. Hacker, and finally a church supper!
CURRICULUM: (6-12)
Isaiah 54: As we journey
through Isaiah 54, we will
be looking at mission,
peace and love, and how
we as people of Faith
respond in a world full of
hurt and injustice.
Pricing:
K-High School: $50/child with a family maximum of $125.

PYC

LOCATION: Fellowship Hall + Gideon Blackburn House
PYC (Presbyterian Youth Connection) is for grades 6-12, with
the 6-8 graders meeting from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m., coming together with
all youth for supper from 6:00 - 6:30 p.m., grades 9-12 meeting from
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
We have fun, fellowship and a
Lesson from God’s Word. Each
week is a different theme, alternating
through worship, fellowship, service
and an off-site trip once a month.
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The Milestones Ministry recognizes important steps in the life of faith
 To provide children with information and experiences as they grow in faith
 To equip parents to be involved in the Christian Education of their children
 To recognize and celebrate milestone events with the congregation
 To assist the congregation in fulfilling the vows made at baptism to
“help you know and follow Jesus Christ”
Milestones we are planning for the 2019-2020 Christian Education year:
 “Roots of Faith” - Orientation to the Confirmation process for 6th and 7th
graders
Youth, and their parents, considering Confirmation will gain a deeper
understanding of the purpose of this “confirmation” of the baptismal
vows that were made for you as a child, and learn more about the
process
 “Journey of Faith” Blessing of our high school graduates
Offered every other year:
 “Confirmation” - Confirmation Class for 7th and 8th graders
Learn about the expectations and covenant relationships involved in
church membership and a personal confirmation of the vows made at
baptism
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Milestones

Adult
Education
Welcome

relationship with Jesus is a life
long journey and we seek to
educate at all stages of
maturity

The Adult Education Ministry aspires to the following goals:







Sunday
School

FPC understands that a

Teach the story of God and humanity, and consider what God has
done for us
Examine and discuss who God has revealed God’s self to be in the
person of Jesus Christ
Support forming transformative faith in God
Encourage the spread of God’s kingdom in the world
Encourage trusting relationships between students, leaders and
others
Practice actions that encourage a trusting relationship with God
through prayer and other spiritual disciplines
Seminar
Room 114/115, Classroom C, Lower Level Education Wing
Bert Moore, YAM@lanierford.com
This class will be reading and discussing Barbara Brown Taylor’s
An Altar in the World; A Geography of Faith this year.
From the book’s introduction: “I have no idea what you see when you
look at your life—but if you are tired of arguing about religion, tired of
reading about spirituality, tired of talk-talk-talking about things that
matter without doing a single thing that matters yourself, then the
pages that follow are dedicated to you. My hope is that reading them
will help you recognize. . . some of the altars in this world.”
Marcus Borg: “Elegant, wise and insightful, this book is also
sacramental: it mediates the life it describes.”
Phyllis Tickle, author of The Great Emergence: “This is the most
completely beautiful book that I have read in a very long time.”
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Comrades

Room 106, classroom across from the Library
Bill Lummus, 256-881-2945, bplummus@comcast.net
Dag Rowe, 256-536-4574, drowe@wilmerlee.com
The Comrades Class is a Bible study group, but one that is organized by subject matter or topic rather than by following a specific Bible book or section from start to finish. The class places emphasis on
basic Christian beliefs and how those beliefs should be translated into
action in the lives of modern Americans. Contemporary issues are

discussed in the context of Bible teachings. Each lesson includes a
variety of scripture references that clarify or expand on the points
being discussed. Topics covered in the recent past included series on
The Patriarchs, Christians in Society, Our Spirituality, Our Holiness and
Our Relationship with God. This year’s topics will be decided by the
class and teacher as the year moves along. We are expecting to add
“The Wired Word”, which provides resources for discussing current
events/issues, to our list of resources.

Class members are predominantly senior adults, but the class material
is pertinent to Christians of all ages and everyone is welcome. Dag
Rowe and Bill Lummus are the primary teachers, with others filling in
when appropriate.
Harry B. Wade
Room 207, Study, Upper Level
Nancy Lundy, nlundy@knology.net
Our class will continue to explore the Christian faith and its
implications upon our lives using various books and video studies. Our
leadership rotates, and each leader chooses the study topic. We will
start with a discussion of the book Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and
Redemption by Bryan Stevenson. Come join us as we consider other
studies to broaden and strengthen our faith and understanding.
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Genesis
John Allan Hall, Gideon Blackburn House
Amy and Fred Stucky, 256-653-9100 , astucky123@me.com
This Sunday morning class is designed for people in their 30’s and
40’s. The topics of study help members examine their faith—exploring
scripture and theology in a practical way in order to grow in discipleship and apply to individual life situations. In the past, the class has
studied Jesus' parables, Paul’s epistles and seasonal studies including
Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s Advent sermons. Outreach is important to this
group and there are several opportunities throughout the year for service work.
College and Career
Room 205, Christian Ed Resource Room, Upper Level
Andrew Bevel, 256-293-9692, andrew.bevel@gmail.com
Open to college students as well as young professionals, this
group shares ideas around “The Wired Word.” Each lesson includes
biblical commentary and discussion questions related to a topic in the
news that week. Informal presentation with thought-provoking
conversation, this class is a way to stay engaged with growing in the
faith by creating community and fellowship.

Wednesday
Night
Live











Fall Semester runs from September 4 - November 20, 2019,
with Oct 9 off for Fall Break.
Winter Semester runs from January 15 - March 25, 2020
Adult classes are from 5:30—6:30 p.m., with adults arriving for
dinner at 6:30, for which registration and a small fee for dinner
are required.
A nursery is available for infants and toddlers up to two years
old for those adults who volunteer and/or participate in an
adult class.
During the Fall semester adults will be exploring the book Just
Mercy by Bryan Stevenson and related videos and topics.
During the Winter semester adults will be exploring Rhetoric and
Great Speeches of the 20th Century with Pastor Tara.
Pricing: $60/person if paid in advance. $7/meal if you pay weekly.
Free nursery available for children two years of age and under.
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Presbyterian Women

2nd Monday of each month
Jo Recio, 256-881-6905, tomrecio@knology.net
Presbyterian Women welcomes women of all ages for praise,
Bible Study, and mission. Three Circles, with both morning and evening times, meet on the second Mondays, October through May. At
those meetings this year, we will study Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh
Look at the Ten Commandments by Eugenia Anne Gamble, a retired
PCUSA minister from Greenville, AL. Our three Circles come together
four times a year for our PW Gatherings. The September Gathering opens
our new year with our pastor teaching
the first lesson. That meeting is Sep. 9,
2019. The remaining Gatherings are on
the first Mondays of December, March,
and May. At these Gatherings, held in
the Fellowship Hall, we have speakers
plus our mission focus as well as our
business meetings. Please join us for
many blessings for you and for us.
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Small Group
Opportunities

Sunday Evening Study Group
Sunday, 6:00-8:00 p.m., Library
Charles Bozeman, 256-479-5094 or chbozeman@gmail.com
This small group watches and discusses video series on Sunday nights from 6:00 p.m. until about 7:30 p.m. in the Library.

Transformation Yoga
Tuesdays and Thursdays
Basic Level: 9:30-11:00 a.m., Carriage House
Gentle Level: 11:30 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. Carriage House
Lori Smith, 256-534-9988, Lori@transformationyoga.us
Classes are led as a moving meditation. A key scripture verse
is the focus of each class as students hear, embody, move to,
breathe in and respond to God’s Word. The breath is a symbol of
the Holy Spirit guiding you to be in the present moment, attentive
to the presence of God. This conscious breathing connected to
the movement of the body is a practice of the Presence of God.
Fellows Pursuing Christ
FPC Men’s Study Group
Wednesdays, 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.., Fellowship Hall
Topics alternate, sometimes hearing speakers or reading a
book, as we study the Word and spend time in prayer together.
Breakfast is served on the first Wednesday of each month.
Thursday Morning Prayer Group
Thursdays, 11:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m., Library
This small group intentionally lifts the needs of each other
and this particular congregation in prayer. They enjoy fellowship,
study, and learning new methods of prayer as they explore the
many different ways of being in relationship with God. Currently
they discuss the scripture text from the previous Sunday’s sermon
and in light of what is going on in the world and in their lives that
week. “Praying in Color” is the method of prayer they are exploring this year. Drop-ins are welcome.
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Chancel Choir

Music &
Worship

Director: Dr. Patricia Hacker, Director of Music
256-536-3354, ext. 126, music@fpchsv.org
Organist: Dr. Lois K. Lee
The Chancel Choir is responsible for singing every Sunday in
the Sanctuary. They learn approximately 80 anthems a year, including major works for special liturgical events. Rehearsals are Wednesdays from 7:15 p.m. -8:45 p.m..
Westminster Ringers
Director: Dr. Patricia Hacker, Director of Music
Westminster Ringers learn a great number of pieces throughout the year. They ring during worship services and participate yearly in the Tennessee Valley Ringer’s Festival. It is open to youth and
adults. Rehearsals are Sundays from 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
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Contacts


Kathy Gillmore



Dr. Patricia Hacker

Director of Christian Education

Director of Music

dce@fpchsv.org

music@fpchsv.org

256-536-3354 ext. 129

256-536-3354 Ext 126



Lacey Guthrie



Louise McCallion

Director at First Friends

Director of Youth Ministries

Preschool

youth@fpchsv.org

ffdirector@fpchsv.org

256-770-9089 or

256-536-3354, ext. 128

256-536-3354, ext. 131

First Presbyterian Church
307 Gates Ave. SE
Huntsville, AL 35801
256-536-3354
fpchsv.org

We seek to welcome in, build up, and send out
lifelong disciples of Christ
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Yearly Event Calendar

Take out this page and put it on your fridge so you never miss the fun!
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Main Floor

Upstairs

Basement
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